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When Doris’ adult son suddenly passed away, 
life seemed to crumble down around her. 
"I just holed up and wouldn’t leave the house," 
she says. "I couldn’t."

Eventually, because Doris and her husband are 
retired seniors living on a very fixed budget, she 
began venturing out just long enough to go to 
the local food pantry at St. Vincent de Paul, a 
partner agency of the Greater Cleveland Food 
Bank. In time, Doris became a "regular," coming 
once a month for food and volunteering several 
days a week as her way of giving back.

Ten years later, Doris still shows her gratitude 
by volunteering, and she sometimes comes for 
food. The assistance she receives means much 
more than just food on the table. "We’re trying to 
keep our home," she says. "We could lose it, but 
because of the food we receive, we have more 

In one sense, it’s easy to understand how your 
support for the Greater Cleveland Food Bank 
makes life better for your hungry neighbors. 
After all, every dollar you give provides four meals.

And yet, it’s nearly impossible to measure the 
real value of one of those meals. Just think: what 
if you were a laid-off father struggling to feed 
your family . . . or a senior citizen with nothing 
left to buy food after paying utilities, rent, and 
medication bills . . . or a young girl wondering why, 
out of all her friends, she was the only one who 
seemed to go to bed hungry?

You see, you’re providing more than just meals. 
You’re giving hope to people in impossible 

money to pay our other bills and hopefully, keep 
our home."

Doris is deeply grateful for the help she 
has received, and for the important impact 
generous partners like you are having on her 
community. "So many people in our community 
are hungry," she says. "Boys and girls go to bed 
hungry at night. When I think about the hungry 
children, I could just cry."

Thank you for bringing food and much-needed 
hope to hungry people across Northeast Ohio — 
from the tiniest tots to elderly folks living out 
their golden years.

situations. You’re meeting the most critical and 
basic need — food — and ensuring people have 
the best possible chance to get back on their feet.

Please Continue to Provide Help and Hope to 
Hungry People in Northeast Ohio

Today, there are still so many hungry people in 
our community. Your support will provide the 
nutritious, healthy meals they need to survive 
through the winter.

Send your next generous gift today, or give online 
at: GreaterClevelandFoodBank.org/Winter 
Thank you in advance for showing caring and 
kindness to your neighbors in need.

Doris and her husband are at risk of losing their home. Receiving food 
assistance through your support is giving them hope. 

15500 South Waterloo Road
Cleveland, OH 44110-0002
216.738.2265
GreaterClevelandFoodBank.org

Working together to ensure that everyone in our 
communities has the nutritious food they need every day.F
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So many people in our 
community are hungry.

A MEMBER OF

OUR MISSION: 

Harvest for Hunger 2017 Kicks Off in March!

Friends of the Food Bank 
to provide food each day of the year

Last year’s Harvest for Hunger campaign made possible more 
than 20 million meals for hungry people in Northeast Ohio. 
Harvest for Hunger is the collaborative effort of four food 
banks covering 21 Northeast Ohio counties and runs through 
the spring. The 2017 drive is critically important. The food and 
funds raised will provide free, nutritious food to local hot meal 
programs, pantries, and shelters to serve hungry people in 
Northeast Ohio.

There are several ways to get involved. Visit 
HarvestForHunger.org for food & fund drive details and to 
learn how to host a drive, volunteer, or make a donation. 

Friends of the Food Bank are some of the most 
committed supporters of the Greater Cleveland 
Food Bank. They provide a recurring monthly gift, 
allowing us to budget more effectively, reduce 
expenses, and — most important — feed more 
hungry families and seniors.

Please consider becoming a Friend of the Food 
Bank today. Visit GreaterClevelandFoodBank.org 
and select "Monthly Giving" under the Give Help 
drop-down menu. Or, call 216.738.2265 ext. 2102 
to sign up by phone.

You’re Serving New Hope 
for the New Year 

YOUR SUPPORT MEANS MUCH MORE THAN 
FOOD FOR DORIS AND HER HUSBAND

Local food pantry at St. Vincent de Paul
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Food for Thought
 Kristin Warzocha, President & CEO

Jada is excited. She loves coming to University 

Settlement in Southeast Cleveland with her 

sisters and grandmother for dinner. As a partner 

agency of the Greater Cleveland Food Bank, the 

center distributes groceries and provides meals 

to many struggling families in this community.

"I like EVERYTHING!" Jada says with a big smile. 

That’s music to the ears of her grandmother, 

Barbara. "It’s important to me that Jada and 

the girls eat right, because a lot of times, I can’t 

afford healthy food."

Shawn and his wife Flossie have endured a 
lot — the stress of poverty nearly broke apart 
their family. But they refused to give up, and 
now things are looking up.

"I just found a job," Shawn says. "Flossie is still 
looking. Things are getting better. But still, it’s hard 
to manage bills, busy schedules, and complicated 
relationships with our extended family."

That’s why they are so grateful for the meals 
from the Greater Cleveland Food Bank at 
University Settlement.

"We really appreciate their generosity," says 
Flossie. "This food makes a huge difference for 
us while we’re getting back on our feet."

Shawn says that while they’re here, he and 
Flossie are determined to teach their daughters 
the right values. "They see that a lot of people 
are worse off than us. We want them to be 
grateful for what they have, and to follow the 
example set by the Food Bank of being generous 
with people in need."

Thank you for giving this family meals — and many 
reasons to be grateful!

"Jada, what’s your favorite healthy food?" 
Barbara asks.

"I like bananas and fruit," she answers with yet 
another big smile.

Barbara goes on to explain that the Greater 
Cleveland Food Bank also helps with groceries. 
"Thanks to the Food Bank, the girls get healthy 
lunches too. Jada is doing great in school, and 
I think this is a big part of that."

Thank you for helping feed children like Jada. Your 
support gives them a brighter future!

2016 Highlights

50.3 million meals

18.5 million pounds  
of fresh produce

15,366 volunteers 
repacking food and 
preparing meals

21,000 children with 
nutritious meals  
and snacks

Last year, you helped the 
Greater Cleveland Food 
Bank provide:

On average, this equals 
138,000 meals made possible 
to thousands of people every 
single day! You were a key part 
of this amazing outreach. 
Thank you! 

Thank you 
for helping 
feed children 
like Jada

Putting the Pieces 
Back Together
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University Settlement in Southeast Cleveland

A happy child at University Settlement.

In my 16 years at the Greater Cleveland Food Bank, I’ve met 
many amazing people. They include volunteers, employees, 
clients, and supporters.

They’re good Clevelanders like "Judy." This dear woman is a 
widow, more than 90 years old. During winter, she struggles 
just to pay the heating bill in her modest bungalow. Often, 
she has nothing left for food . . .

And yet she’s a faithful volunteer at 
one of our member agencies. She 
gives of her time generously. 
Judy also receives a bag of 
food when she experiences a 
tough month. This partnership 
represents the best values of 
cooperation and kindness in 
our community.

There Are so Many Other “Judys” Across Northeast Ohio

Many families and seniors are struggling. In fact, many 
retirees "outlive their savings." And their challenges intensify 
greatly in winter as utility bills soar.

That’s why the Greater Cleveland Food Bank has  
established an ambitious goal to increase the number of 
meals we provide in 2017 — up to 53.5 million, about 3.5 million 
more than last year.

This critical effort would be  
a nonstarter without loyal  
friends like you! Thank you 
for partnering with us to feed 
hungry families and seniors 
across Northeast Ohio. You 
are a true force for good in 
our community, and words 
can’t fully express how much 
I appreciate your caring and 
kindness.

“ Thank 
you for 
partnering 
with us.”

Another wonderful client at 
Bountiful Basement Pantry
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