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Thousands of our neighbors are 
 hungry for a better tomorrow... 
but today they’re just hungry.

Please support

Dezire, 
Solon, OH

http://www.greaterclevelandfoodbank.org
http://www.greaterclevelandfoodbank.org


Dear Friends of the Food Bank,

Can you believe it? We’re now in the 25th year of our annual 
Harvest for Hunger campaign in Northeast Ohio! And let me 
tell you, I couldn’t be more thrilled. 

As in years past, I’m overcome with gratitude by the way our 
community comes together to support hunger relief through 
this effort. Friends like you are a shining example of why I’m 
proud to be a part of this generous community. 

As we work together to serve more children, families and 
seniors in need of food, you’re responding with overwhelming 
kindness. With your help, thousands of our hungry neighbors 
are receiving the nourishment they need this spring — 
including plenty of fresh fruits and vegetables.

The need is higher today than it has ever been. More people  
are in need now than were before the recession. That’s why 
your support of this year’s Harvest for Hunger campaign is  
so important.

Will you give today to help provide healthy meals for our 
hungry neighbors? We know there are currently 58 million 
meals missing in our area, and our goal is to raise enough 
food and funds to provide 20 million meals through this 
year’s campaign — but we won’t make it without your help!
 
In this special issue of Food For Thought, you’ll read about real 
people whose lives you’ve touched through your support of 
the Greater Cleveland Food Bank and Harvest for Hunger. I 
hope their stories will inspire you to do all you can to help us 
end this campaign strong. 
 
Once again, thank you for choosing to stand with struggling 
families and individuals in our community. 

Sincerely,

Kristin Warzocha
President & CEO
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OUR MISSION:
Working together to ensure that everyone in our communities has the nutritious food they need every day.  
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Because she knows her children wouldn’t have enough to eat 
without your help, Chelon is truly grateful for your gifts — and 
she wants you to know it. 

“Thank you,” she says with a warm smile. “We appreciate you! 
This really helps.” 
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Chelon and her husband, 
Anthony, never had a 
problem affording their 
family’s expenses on 
Anthony’s salary as a 
machinist. But a couple 
months ago, the unexpected 
happened — Anthony 
was laid off from his job. 
Suddenly without an 
income, the couple panicked 
about how they’d provide 
for their three children — 
Anthony Jr., 7, Leelee, 2, and 
newborn Shelton. 

Anthony isn’t picky about 
job prospects and has been 
applying for unskilled work, 
but he still hasn’t been 
able to secure another job. 
Chelon is becoming more 
worried every day about 
how she’ll feed her children. 
When the school year ends 
next month, she’ll have to 
make up for the breakfasts 
and lunches Anthony Jr. 
eats for free in the cafeteria 
each weekday.

Chelon knows that Anthony 
Jr., Leelee and Shelton’s 
growing bodies and minds 
depend on regular access 
to healthy meals. But right 
now, she has to make every 
last dollar in her family’s 
savings account stretch 
as far as possible. That 
means she can only afford 
groceries that will fill her 
family up for less, which are 
often high in calories and 
low in nutrition. 

By supporting Harvest for Hunger, you’re ensuring Chelon can 
receive help from the Solon Rotary Pantry in Solon. Through 
this Food Bank partner agency, she can take home healthy 
food — including fresh fruits and vegetables — that will give 
her children the fuel they need to grow up strong.  

Anthony Jr. is a good student and loves reading and writing. 
When he grows up, he hopes to become a police officer so he 
can help protect his community. Your gifts give Anthony Jr., 
Leelee, Shelton and so many other children the chance at a 
bright future. 

“We appreciate you!” 

http://www.greaterclevelandfoodbank.org
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Thank You for Supporting Harvest for Hunger 2016!

2016 CAMPAIGN CO-CHAIRS
Bernie Moreno, Bernie Moreno Companies
Joe DiRocco, Citizens Bank, Ohio

HONORARY CO-CHAIRS 
The Honorable Frank Jackson, Mayor of Cleveland 
County Executive Armond Budish, Cuyahoga County 

KITCHEN CABINET
Bruce Akers, City of Pepper Pike (Retired)
Jill Akins, Van Auken Akins Architects LLC
The Honorable Mayor Richard Bain, City of Pepper Pike
Ronald Berkman, Cleveland State University
Julie Boland, Ernst & Young
Dr. Akram Boutros, The MetroHealth System 

Joseph Calabrese, Greater Cleveland Regional Transit Authority
Rick Chiricosta, Medical Mutual
James Cicero, Karpinski Engineering
Paul Clark, PNC
Dr. Toby Cosgrove, Cleveland Clinic  
John Cymanski, Heinen's
Victor DiGeronimo, Jr., Independence Excavating, Inc.
Joe DiRocco, Citizens Bank
Paul Dolan, Cleveland Indians
Debbie Donley, Vocon Design
Gregg Eisenberg, Benesch, Friedlander, Coplan & Aronoff LLP
Bill Elliott, Dollar Bank 
Lesa Evans, KeyBank
Umberto Fedeli, The Fedeli Group
Sari Feldman, Cuyahoga County Public Library
Paul Hoogenboom, Tremco Incorporated

Thank you to this year’s 
campaign leadership!

Vincent Hvizda, Admiral Products, Inc.
Alex Johnson, Ph.D, Cuyahoga Community College
Len Komoroski, Cleveland Cavaliers
Howard Lewis, Family Heritage 
Kenneth Liffman, McCarthy, Lebit, Crystal & Liffman Co., LPA
Christopher Mapes, The Lincoln Electric Company  
Ken Marblestone, Cascade Partners
Jeneen Marziani, Bank of America
Richard Maxfield, Cargill Deicing Technology
Bernie Moreno, Bernie Moreno Companies
John Morikis, The Sherwin-Williams Company
Jim Niehaus, Frantz Ward LLP
Lawrence Oscar, Hahn Loeser
Albert Ratner, Forest City Enterprises, Inc.
Anthony Rego, Giant Eagle
Sean Richardson, FirstMerit Bank
Christopher Ronayne, University Circle, Inc.
Carole Sanderson, Herschman Architects, Inc.
John Sauerland, Progressive Insurance
Robyn Minter Smyers, Thompson Hine LLP
Mike Solecki, Jones Day
Felton Thomas, Cleveland Public Library
Louis Vitantonio, Jr., The Greater Cleveland Automobile  
 Dealers' Association 
Tom Wienclaw, Tri Mark S.S. Kemp & Co
Thomas Zenty, University Hospitals

MEDIA SPONSORS
Advance Ohio
WEWS Channel 5
WJW FOX 8
WKYC TV 3
WOIO Channel 19
WGAR 99.5
WMMS 100.7
WTAM 1100
WMJI 105.7
106.5 The Lake
Kiss 96.5

SUPERMARKET SPONSORS
Buehler’s Fresh Foods
Dave’s Markets
Fishers Foods
Giant Eagle
Heinen’s Grocery Store

Allison receives nutritious food through 
the Horizon afterschool program in 
Cleveland’s Old Brooklyn neighborhood.

Ricky picks out fresh groceries from 
a food distribution at Garden Valley 
Neighborhood House.

Nehemiah shares a balanced meal with his 
friends through the Kids Cafe program at 
Citizens Academy in East Cleveland.

Dawn loads her car with fresh produce 
from St. Vincent de Paul Ozanam Center 
in the Old Brooklyn neighborhood.



We’re excited to introduce the Co-Chairs of our 25th annual 
Harvest for Hunger campaign: Bernie Moreno, President, 
Bernie Moreno Companies and Joe DiRocco, President, 
Citizens Bank, Ohio. Both Bernie and Joe, and their companies, 
are committed to making our 2016 Harvest for Hunger 
campaign the most successful one yet! 

Although this is Joe’s first year serving as Campaign Co-
Chair, his company has been involved with hunger relief 
for more than a decade. In that time, Citizens Bank has 
connected thousands of hungry people with holiday 
meals through its annual Carving Out Hunger Campaign, 
which benefits the Greater Cleveland Food Bank and other 
nonprofits across Ohio.  

“At Citizens Bank, we’ve really embraced fighting hunger,” Joe 
says. “This is our home. This is where we live and where we 
work. We want to invest in our community.”

As for Bernie, this is his second year as Co-Chair and he’s 
driven to make it the best and biggest campaign yet. Each 

of his company’s car dealerships is participating once again 
by raising food, funds and volunteering with the Greater 
Cleveland Food Bank. But Bernie knows there’s still a lot of 
work to be done. 

“Hunger is one of those things that, in 2016, you wouldn’t 
think would still be an issue,” he says. Because this year 
marks the 25th anniversary of Harvest for Hunger, Bernie is 
challenging everyone involved to step up their support. “What 
we really want this year is for everyone to think about what 
they did last year and do 25 percent more!”

We want to express our sincere thanks to Bernie, Joe and 
their companies for their partnership. Thank you also to The 
Honorable Frank Jackson, Mayor of Cleveland, and Cuyahoga 
County Executive Armond Budish, our Honorary Co-Chairs, 
as well as the countless businesses and community 
organizations working to make this campaign a success. 
Without your combined efforts, we could not reach our 
Harvest for Hunger 2016 goal of providing 20 million meals to 
people in need!
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Join Tomorrow’s Harvest
Tomorrow’s Harvest is a society that recognizes individuals who have included the Greater Cleveland Food Bank in 
their estate plans through a will, trust, annuity, life insurance gift or other legacy gift. Through these special gifts, our 
supporters are able to make a significant difference in our community, even beyond their lifetimes. Because, as long as 
there are hungry people in Northeast Ohio, the Greater Cleveland Food Bank will be here to feed them. 

To learn more a bout how your generosity could make an impact for generations to come, please reach out to our 
President & CEO, Kristin Warzocha, at 216-738-2098 or kwarzocha@ClevelandFoodBank.org. 

Meet Our Harvest for 
Hunger 2016 Co-Chairs! 

http://www.greaterclevelandfoodbank.org
mailto:kwarzocha%40ClevelandFoodBank.org?subject=Tomorrow%27s%20Harvest


Jennifer, a shift supervisor, and her husband, John, a 
mechanic, are just like thousands of parents in our 
community. Each day, they work tirelessly to provide for their 
children. But it seems no matter how hard they try they still 
have trouble covering all their expenses. 

A few years ago, the couple lost financial footing after a house 
fire destroyed most of their belongings. Because their income 
is low, recovering from the fire has been a challenge. Jennifer 
says she sometimes has to make tough choices with her 
budget, like whether to buy food or pay bills.

“My husband’s income just covers the house,” she says.

Jennifer is proactive about improving her family’s situation — 
she’s taking advantage of fixed-rate utility plans and babysits 
when she can to earn extra income. But when her three 
children — Robert, 14, Cali, 12, and Marissa, 10 — are out of 

7

A Mother Can 
Feed Her Family, 
Thanks to You 

school for summer, they’ll lose access to the free meals they 
eat at school, and things will be even tighter financially. 

The family receives just $75 from the Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program (SNAP) — it’s a help but it’s not nearly 
enough to feed them for a whole month. 

That’s why today, Jennifer is visiting Madison Food Center, a 
Greater Cleveland Food Bank partner agency and Harvest for 
Hunger beneficiary. 

Because of caring friends like you, Jennifer can fill her family’s 
table with healthy food. It’s important to her that the kids 
eat balanced meals with lots of vegetables. Little Marissa 
has mosaic Down syndrome and congenital heart failure, 
and good nutrition is especially vital for her health and 
development. 

Jennifer is truly thankful for your gifts, which give her children 
the opportunity to thrive, something she takes very seriously.

“I just want my kids to do better — to have a good career and a 
better life,” Jennifer says, adding, “Thank you! Things like this 
— the goodwill of others — really help us out.”

“Things like this really  
help us out.”

Jennifer,
Madison, OH

http://www.greaterclevelandfoodbank.org


Caiden, 5, is spirited and chatty, just like a lot of boys his 
age. When he’s not talking about trains, pirates or Legos, he’s 
pretending to be characters from Star Wars. 
 
Because he’s always smiling, you wouldn’t guess he’s faced 
a number of serious challenges during his short life. As his 
grandmother, Denise, explains, Caiden was born with a very 
weak immune system. At one point, his condition was so bad 
that he wasn’t able to go to school because any exposure to 
germs could cause him to become seriously ill.  

Sadly, Caiden’s health problems are just the beginning of this 
family’s troubles. With so much time spent taking Caiden to 
and from the doctor’s office and hospital, his mom, Ashley, 
has been struggling to make enough money to afford the 
healthy food her son needs. 

Because Ashley can’t afford rent right now, her mom Denise 
says her daughter and grandson are living with her and her 
husband, Timothy. But with serious health problems of their 
own, like recent gallbladder and back surgeries, they’ve had 
to take time off work and can provide little more than a 
safe place to sleep each night. As they struggle to fill their 
cabinets, Ashley and Denise constantly worry that Caiden isn’t 
getting the nutrition he needs. 

“We don’t usually have enough food for a whole meal, so we 
just throw stuff together,” Denise explains. “We get really 
creative in the kitchen.” 

Desperate for help, Denise and Ashley recently made their very 
first visit to the food pantry at The Rock Community Church 
in Garfield Heights, a Greater Cleveland Food Bank partner 
agency that benefits from Harvest for Hunger. Thanks to your 
generosity, Caiden’s family now has access to consistent, 
healthy food they couldn’t otherwise afford. 

15500 South Waterloo Road

Cleveland, OH 44110

GreaterClevelandFoodBank.org
216.738.2265

“Thank you so much.” 

Caiden, Denise and Ashley 
Garfield Heights, OH

You’re Helping 
Feed Struggling 
Families  

Connect with the  
Greater Cleveland Food Bank!

Facebook “f ” Logo RGB / .eps Facebook “f ” Logo RGB / .eps

Speaking on behalf of herself, her daughter and her grandson, 
Denise expresses deep appreciation for your gifts. 

“Thank you so much,” Denise says. “This helps a lot of families.”  
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