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Dear Friends of the Food Bank,

So often we take it for granted — the comfort of sharing a 
special meal with loved ones around an abundant table. 
Food is such a stabilizing force in our lives, especially during 
the holidays. 
 
As we take pleasure in the simple joy of a nutritious meal, 
we must remember those who might not have the same 
good fortune this holiday season. More than 247,000 people 
across the six counties we serve don’t know when they’ll be 
able to eat their next full meal. 

With your support, the Greater Cleveland Food Bank has 
made great strides in alleviating hunger this past year... 

Our annual Harvest for Hunger campaign set a new record, 
collecting more than $4.2 million, which will provide the 
equivalent of 17 million meals. We celebrated the opening 
of our 13,000 square-foot Cargill Cold Storage Center, which 
helped us increase the amount of fresh fruits and vegetables 
we were able to distribute to more than 15.5 million pounds 
this year. And with the help of Feeding America and the 
Walmart Foundation, we began reaching communities in 
need with Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP, formerly food stamps) applications and fresh produce 
through our new food assistance truck.  

Looking forward to a new year of continued growth, the 
Food Bank — and those we serve together — truly couldn’t 
be more grateful for friends like you. I hope you’ll take some 
time to read through the stories of renewed hope in the 
following pages. Your gifts help parents like Erica (on page 
8) overcome financial setbacks and regain self-sufficiency 
with access to nutritious food. Your partnership in the fight 
against hunger changes the lives of children, families and 
senior citizens every day. 

Thank you for working with us to solve hunger in Northeast 
Ohio. Your compassion for our neighbors is inspiring! 

Happy Holidays,

Board Chair
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this Food Bank partner agency have helped her stretch her 
budget more than she thought possible. 

Thanks to your generous support, families like Alisha’s can 
enjoy nutritious meals every day of the year. These families 
rely on well-stocked food pantries across Northeast Ohio to 
get them through hard financial times. When you give, you’re 
helping to make Alisha’s family and so many others healthier 
and more self-reliant. 

Alisha is really looking forward to her kids’ holiday break from 
school, as she loves to spend as much time with them as she 
can. And this year’s holiday season will be made even better 
because of you. 

“Thank you,” says Alisha. “You put a lot of smiles on people’s 
faces that you don’t get to see.”
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Alisha is a working mother of four children, including an 
8-year-old with autism. Her husband cares for the children 
full-time while Alisha supports her family with an hourly wage 
job. She’s grateful to have work, but it’s a long drive from 
home and requires a lot of gas.

Even with a little bit of assistance from SNAP, Alisha’s family 
still lives on a very tight budget from month to month. There’s 
not always enough money to buy groceries for everyone, 
especially if something unexpected comes up. 

“Sometimes I don’t eat so my kids can,” she admits. 

Without enough room in the budget to feed her family, Alisha 
says she and her husband just can’t afford any “extras” 
for their children. One of her sons wants to play the violin, 
another the bass drum. But these are expenses that are just 
not possible when the family’s resources hardly cover their 
basic needs.
 
Fortunately, things are slowly improving since Alisha found 
out about the Brook Park Community Church food pantry 
about a year ago. The groceries she’s able to take home from 

You’re Helping Families 
Put Food on the Table

“You put a lot of smiles on 
people’s faces.”

Alisha,  
Brook Park, OH
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Cleveland Browns Help Fight Hunger
In November, nearly 50 volunteers collected food and 
donations at the annual Cleveland Browns food drive. Staff 
and players’ families also volunteered at the Food Bank and 
supported our holiday fundraising efforts. The Browns are 
supportive year-round by hosting this drive and Taste of the 
Browns, which raised just over $184,000. These generous 
gifts will allow the Greater Cleveland Food Bank to provide 
more than 730,000 nutritious meals to those in need. Thank 
you!
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 You’re Spreading Joy This Holiday Season!

Mary, 
Mentor, OH

Feeding America Report Reveals the  
Face of Hunger in Northeast Ohio
The Greater Cleveland Food Bank recently released findings 
of the largest, most comprehensive hunger study conducted 
in the nation, Hunger in America 2014, in partnership with 
Feeding America.

Nationally, the study found that more than 46 million people 
turn to food bank programs for help every year. In our six-
county service area, more than 247,000 different people visit 
our agency partners annually. The study also documents 
client household demographics and their challenges — 75 
percent had income at or below the poverty level, which 
forces them to sacrifice one necessity over another.

“The results of this study show us that the face of hunger 
is one we might recognize,” says Shirley Stineman, our 
Board Chair. “Many of our neighbors who are seeking food 
assistance have jobs, raise families, work toward education 
and struggle with health problems, like all of us. Too often, our 
clients have to make difficult trade-offs to get enough food 
for their families.”

Below are some key statistics from the study’s findings. 
To see the full national report, visit FeedingAmerica.org/
hungerinamerica.

Clients struggling with health issues:

•  78 percent purchase inexpensive, unhealthy food because 
they can’t afford healthier options.

•  62 percent must choose between paying for food or 
medicine/medical care.

•  30 percent of households include a member with diabetes.

Making tough choices to keep food on the table:

• 64 percent had to choose between food or utilities.
• 65 percent had to choose between food or transportation.
• 54 percent had to choose between food or housing.

Coping with food insecurity:

•  40 percent water down food or drinks.
•  Half of clients receive help from friends or family.

James,
Cleveland Heights, OH

Janette, 
Wickliffe, OH

Zalan and Marissa  
Stockyards neighborhood

Local chefs serve up tastes of their delicious signature dishes. Honorary Co-Chair Judge Dick Ambrose signs an autograph for a young fan.
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The Greater Cleveland Food Bank is pleased to recognize 
Terry Rounds and David Brinker as the 2014 Volunteers of the 
Year. These two men have given hundreds of hours in service 
to their fellow Northeast Ohioans, going above and beyond 
all expectations.

Both retirees, they began their volunteer journey in the 
distribution center sorting and repackaging donated food. 
Each finally found his niche on the streets, helping our 
outreach team with pop-up clinics. These clinics help people 
in need sign up for food assistance programs such as SNAP. 

Terry, a former schoolteacher, says that outreach is the best 
work he’s done for the Food Bank. He thinks the clinics are 
great for getting information to families facing hunger. “When 
you’re poor, they don’t give you a handbook,” he explains. 

David, who once worked as an engineer, enjoys the immediate 
impact the work he does has in the lives of the people he 
meets. “They’re grateful,” he says.  “I’ve never been so blessed 
in my entire life.”  

In addition to their outreach work, David and Terry were both 
closely involved with the 2014 Hunger in America study and 
even answered phones in our Help Center for a day so staff 
could attend a conference. 

The level of commitment exhibited by these volunteers is truly 
inspiring to our clients and staff. Thank you, Terry and David, 
for all you do to help your neighbors in need! 
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Food Bank Recognizes Volunteers of the Year

The Food Bank recently held its fourth annual agency 
conference with more than 250 in attendance. The day 
included a keynote from Dr. Neil Barnard, MD, president of 
the Physicians Committee for Responsible Medicine and 
an adjunct associate professor at the George Washington 
University School of Medicine. His research includes the 
effects of diet on diabetes, body weight and chronic pain. 
The lunch speaker, Cleveland Councilman Joe Cimperman, 
inspired the audience with his personal stories and spoke 
about the city’s Healthy Cleveland 2.0 Initiative. 

The conference also included our annual Agency Recognition 
Event. The top honor, the Ed Worley Award, was given to 
Lou Keim, Greater Cleveland Food Bank board member and 
director of the Centers for Families and Children’s West Side 
Ecumenical Ministries’ Food Centers — a partner agency of 
the Greater Cleveland Food Bank. 

Several awards honored our agencies’ extraordinary 
commitment and innovation. The following agencies were 
recognized:

•  Mobile Pantry of the Year: 
 The Centers for Families and Children
•  Program of the Year, Ashland County:  
 Salvation Army – KROC Center
•  Program of the Year, Cuyahoga County: 
 Garden Valley Neighborhood House
•  Program of the Year, Geauga County:
 Middlefield First United Methodist Church
•  Program of the Year, Lake County: 
 The Perry Center
•  Program of the Year, Richland County:
  Lucas Area Helping Hands

Healthy Options, Healthy Meals 
Conference a Success!

From left: Deb 
Beckwith, Vice 
President of Agency 
Services; Lou Keim, 
Director of Centers for 
Families and Children 
and winner of the Ed 
Worley Award; and 
Jess Morgan, Director 
of Agency Services

Volunteers of the Year, David Brinker and Terry Rounds

http://www.greaterclevelandfoodbank.org
http://www.greaterclevelandfoodbank.org


Constance cares deeply about her family and her community. 
Until last year, she worked as a receptionist for a nonprofit 
organization. Most of her earnings went to support her 15-year-
old son, Cameron, and the rest she saved to pay for nursing 
school. But when Constance was laid off, it was a huge blow to 
the family’s finances. 

With her career plans on hold, and her job situation uncertain, 
Constance realized she would need to ask for the same help 
she once gave to others. So, a few weeks after she lost her job, 
Constance took her son to the Greater Cleveland Food Bank’s 
Mobile Pantry at Affinity Baptist Church. They’ve been back every 
month since making that first trip. 

Now Constance’s family has all the nutritious food they need. 
It’s been a huge help since she’s been able to put more time and 
energy into looking for a new job. 

Thanks to your generosity, families like Constance’s no longer 
have to choose between healthy and affordable food. Your 
ongoing support ensures our Mobile Pantries are able to give 
more families in our region greater access to the most nutritious 
food available. 
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Families Have 
Healthy Food, 
Thanks to You

Despite the setbacks her family has experienced during the 
past year, Constance is still working hard to make sure both she 
and Cameron are able to accomplish their goals. Right now he’s 
in high school, but when he graduates in a few more years, he 
wants to go to college to study engineering. As for Constance, 
when she’s not sending off job applications, she’s writing grant 
proposals to help pay for the nursing degree she’s always 
dreamed about. 
 

Constance is so grateful to supporters like you for all the help 
her family has received during this difficult time. She also knows 
that she’s not the only one who’s fallen on hard times. “There 
are people who don’t have much here,” she says. “We greatly 
appreciate everything you do.”

“We greatly appreciate 
everything you do.”

Constance,  
Mt. Pleasant neighborhood
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of nutrient-rich produce, whole grains and self-stable canned 
goods to make supper for her family that night and for the rest 
of the week. Through your generosity, much-needed food is 
making its way to communities where children like Lily live, and 
families are thriving and becoming healthier every day.

Your gifts have made such a difference for Erica, Steven and 
Lily. With an armful of vegetables and a big smile, Erica said 
she was thrilled to have a chance to share her gratitude with 
you directly.

“Thank you. Everything is appreciated,” she says, taking a 
moment to choose her words. “It helps more than you’ll  
ever know.” 

 

*Names have been changed to protect identity.

15500 South Waterloo Road

Cleveland, OH 44110

GreaterClevelandFoodBank.org

216.738.2265

Erica and Steven have been raising their 7-year-old niece, Lily,* 
since her parents were no longer able to care for her. The couple 
is in their 20s and was generous to open their home and 
become young caregivers — they love Lily and knew they would 
provide the best care for her.

However, the adjustment has brought new challenges. Steven 
recently started a full-time job after being unemployed, and 
Erica does contract and seasonal work as it’s available — she’s 
been actively looking for something stable so she can save 
money and go back to school. They do everything they can to 
stretch their budget, but sometimes at the end of the month, 
there’s just not enough left over to provide enough food for 
their family.

When the temperature dropped outside, Erica realized she and 
Steven didn’t have enough money in their bank account to pay 
their increased utility bill and still afford to buy groceries. A 
proactive new caregiver, Erica reached out for help immediately 
and visited a food pantry for the first time ever. 

Erica was filled with relief when she walked through the 
doors of Vineyard Community Food Pantry, a Food Bank 
partner agency in Wickliffe. She was able to take home bags 

“Thank you. It helps more 
than you’ll ever know.”

Erica,  
Wickliffe, OH

You Help 
Young 
Families 
Conquer 
Hunger 
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